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SUB J : NEW VICE CHIEF OF ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF 

REF: USDAO LISBON 251913Z MAR 77 

1 . PRESIDENT EANES RECEIVED APPROVAL MAR 24 FROM THE REVOLU- 
TIONARY COUNCIL FOR NOMINATION OF LTC JOSE ALBERTO LOUREIRO 
DOS SANTOS AS VICE CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF. 

THAT SLOT HAS NOT BEEN FILLED SINCE CAETANO FIRED THE LAST 
INCUMBANT, GENERAL SPINOLA. 

2. BACKGROUND: DOS SANTOS, 41, IS AN ARTILLERY OFFICER, 

CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO INSTITUTE OF HIGHER MILITARY STUDIES. 

A GRADUATE IN THE SAME MILITARY ACADEMY CLASS AS EANES, DOS 
SANTOS WAS FIRST IN HIS CLASS. HE SERVED IN ANGOLA DURING THE 
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AFRICAN INSURGENCY AND ATTENDED THE BRAZILIAN ARMY GENERAL 

STAFF COURSE IN 1972. FOLLOWING THE APRIL 1974 COUP HE SERVED 

AS THE NATIONAL SALVATION JUNTA REP IN SAO TOME AND LATER 

AS PERMANENT SECRETARY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. DOS SANTOS 

WAS A MEMBER OF THE "GROUP OF NINE" WHICH OPPOSED PRIME MINISTER 

GONCALVES IN 1975. DOS SANTOS RECEIVES FOUR STARS IN HIS 

NEW JOB AND AUTOMATICALLY BECOMES A MEMBER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
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COUNCIL. 

3. OPPOSITION TO APPOINTMENT: NOMINATION OF DOS SANTOS WAS 
IMMEDIATELY CONTESTED BY ELEMENTS OF THE UPPER ECHELON OF THE 
MILITARY (REFTEL). EANES'S DIPLOMATIC AIDE TOLD POLCOUNS 

MAR 25 THAT PRESIDENT WAS WORRIED OVER ATTACKS ON HIS DECISION 
BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT BREVET PROMOTIONS SHOULD BE 
ELIMINATED. AIRA LEARNED MAR 25 THAT FOUR AIR FORCE GENERALS 
HAD OFFERED THEIR RESIGNATIONS TO AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF 
LEMOS FERREIRA. SOARES CONFIDENT VICTOR CUNHA REGO OBSERVED 
THAT IT WAS A VERY BAD APPOINTMENT, AND COMMANDERS FROM THE 
LISBON MILITARY REGION REPORTEDLY MET WITH REGION CHIEF VASCO 
LOURENCO TO VOICE THEIR OPPOSITION. OPPOSITION TO DOS SANTOS 
IS BASED ON QUESTION OF BREVET PROMOTIONS AND HIS ALLEGED 
LEFTIST ORIENTATION. CUNHA REGO, FOR EXAMPLE, DESCRIBES HIM AS A 
"MELOANTUNTSTA". 

4. COMMENT: APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHIEF WAS BADLY NEEDED. 

THE PRESIDENT WAS NOT ABLE TO ATTEND ADEQUATELY TO HIS ROLE 

AS CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF. AS A RESULT THERE WAS 
LITTLE INTERSERVICE COORDINATION. EMBASSY SOURCES SO FAR 
HAVE PROVIDED NOTHING CONCRETE TO SUPPORT THE CONTENTION THAT 
DOS SANTOS IS A LEFTIST. HE IS KNOWN AS A CLOSE ASSOCIATE 
OF PRESIDENT EANES. 
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